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Island of the Blue Dolphins 
Scott O’Dell 

 

1. At first, what does Ramo think that Aleut ship is? 
He thinks it is a red whale. 

2. Where do the women and children go when the ship enters their cove? 
They move out of sight, up onto the cliffs. 

3. What is the hunting arrangement between Captain Orlov and Chief Chowig? 
They are going to split everything 50/50 with the Aleuts doing all the hunting. 

4. Why does the chief not want his villages to be friends with the hunters? 
He does not trust them; he wants to keep his profit. 

5.  What is the good fortune that happens in the spring to the village? 
Ulape finds a great catch of white bass that had been chased up on the rocks by killer whales. 

6. When the Russian hunters were not given any of the fish, what happened? 
They went away very angry. 

7. Why did the tribe fight with the Aleuts before the Aleut ship left the island? 
The tribe fought with the Aleuts because the Aleuts tried to cheat the tribe and not give them 
the proper payment for the otter pelts. 

8. After the chief dies, who is made the new chief? 
Kimki 

9. What was the first problem the villagers had to worry about after Kimki went east to find a new 
place for them all? 
There was a lack of water. 

10. What do the villagers do to protect themselves in case the Aleuts return? 
They prepare canoes for a quick exit and stock them with food. 

11. What does Kimki do once he reaches safety? 
He sends back a ship to get the village. 

12. How did Ramo and Karana get stranded on the island? 
Ramo goes back to get his spear.  When Karana realizes he is not on the boat, she jumps off and 
returns to the island to find her brother. 

13. What is the dangerous threat on the island? 
Wild dogs 

14. Why is Karana determined to kill all the wild dogs? 
They killed her brother, Ramos. 

15. After the bull sea elephant fight, Karana is too weak to leave her house? 
She has fallen and her leg is swollen.  She had no herbs to help heal her leg. 

16. Karana’s new house was built against the side of a cliff.  What was the entrance made from? 
Whale bones 

17. What does Karana need to hunt the leader of the wild dog pack? 
She needs the teeth of a sea elephant to make the tip of her spear. 
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18. How does Karana capture the leader of the wild dogs? 
She strikes him in the chest with an arrow.  She finds the injured dog a few days later and 
carries him back to her shelter. 

19. When does Karana decide that it is safe to sleep in the house with the big gray dog? 
Karana gives the dog some dinner and he wags his tail.  She named him Rontu. 

20. Karana makes a “great discovery” that will help her is the Aleuts return.  What is it? 
A cave with a ledge large enough to store her canoe. 

21. When spring returns, what animals so Karana begin to train and how do they pick up her 
spirits? 
She trains a pair of yellow birds and they help to pass the time and give her companionship. 

22. Why does Karana wait until the starfish feed before she picks the abalones? 
She waits because it is too difficult to pry the starfish and abalones off the walls together. 

23. How does Karana finally catch the sea devil? 
It comes into shallow water where she spears it with her special hook-spear. 

24. One day, Karana moves all her gear and puts out her fire.  Why? 
The Aleuts had returned. 

25. What happens to Karana when she goes into the “Dark Cave”? 
She almost drowns because the tide rises. 

26. What does Karana make to help her pass the time? 
A skirt, she was so pleased she told Rontu if he wasn’t a male that she would make him one too.  

27. What does Karana make for Tutok as a symbol of their friendship? 
A hair demonstration made of abalone flakes. 

28. Where does Rontu die? 
He dies up on the cliffs where he loves to run and bark at the sea gulls. 

29. What does Karana do to capture Rontu’s son and try to make him a pet? 
She uses a kind of tobacco plant to drug the spring where the dogs drink.  Then she carries the 
dog home and makes him a pet. 

30. What is the thunderous sound that awakens Karana? 
A tidal wave 

31. How did the men from an approaching ship find Karana after so many others could not? 
Karana made a fire and they followed the smoke. 

32. After reaching Santa Barbara, what does Father Gonzales tell Karana happened to the ship that 
carried her people from the island so many years ago? 
Father Gonzales told her that the ship was lost in a big storm. 


